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| Choice Over Chance

Jai Jinendra,

As defined by Wikipedia, the word 'choice’ consists of the mental process of
judging the merits of multiple options & selecting one of them. But as we might
have come across innumerable times, the process of making a choice is not as
easy as the above mentioned definition puts it. When a girl is on diet and comes
across her favourite food, she is forced to make a difficult choice. When | am
shopping for clothes or for gifts, | have to undergo the process of making a choice.
When the mother of a child decides to punish her child, she has to make a choice
between punishing him and letting him go with the possibility of spoiling him. Life
is full of choices and how our life pans out in the future is nothing but a direct
outcome of the choices we have made in the past. So, when it comes to the
biggest decisions in life such as your career, your family and your personal goals,
it is essential that we put a great thought to the choices we make.

| have a fundamental reason to fight with the people who believe that |
need not make choices but let life make those choices for me. Some of them
will regret that they should have been more proactive, others will blame destiny
or luck for their wrong choices while others will stop bothering because they will
feel content with what they have achieved. Doing so is merely wasting your
talent and your inherent potential and leaving it to the whims and fancies of
probability. Many of us feel that we are not strong enough to influence the events
of our lives to a great extent but unless we believe in ourselves how we can
empower ourselves to change the course of our destinies.

Friends, | would want to place unreasonable amount of stress on the decision
making process with respect to your career and your work. A lot of us fail to
understand the way our mind and our heart functions and choose a career path
merely based on hearsay. If | am good at convincing people with logical arguments
but am very honest, probably | cannot be a good salesman simply because |
have the first quality. In the same manner, it is very essential for you to identify the
traits that define you and form the core of your personality. Sometimes we take a
decision but while travelling down that road confusion and hesitation kicks in.
This is the time to introspect and challenge your earlier decision; this is time to
look at the decision afresh. Many of us carry on with the earlier decision since we
don't want to be subjected to endless questioning for abandoning a decision half

way, but we fail to realize that it is nothing but merely changing tracks and not parking the train forever.

While making a choice about your career, although it is essential to evaluate your strengths and
weaknesses, it is equally important to understand what is required in every type of job or work you will do
later in your career. Speak to industry experts, talk to entrepreneurs and have a discussion with subject
matter experts. Get knowledge about the route to your desired end point and know whether you are
mentally, physically, ethically and financially ready to endure the challenges on that path. There are a
million things one can do and it is not prudent to restrict oneself to a few of those based on the educational
experience gained. If you have the expertise and the opportunity to do something you love, you should
take the plunge no matter what the world and the community will think about you.

Taking an informed decision and making a choice is not an easy ordeal but we have to brace
ourselves for the challenge since it will affect our life going forward in ways we cannot decipher.

- Hitanshu Shah - hitanshucshah@gmail.com Ph. No. 9821242211
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